
 
  

  

June 15, 2021 - July 2021  
  

First Things  

  
A Monthly Newsletter for Members and Friends 
  
Who We Are: FBC: Where every person matters and 
relationships with God and neighbors grow. 
  
What We Do: We are learning to live the life that Jesus 
would live if Jesus were living our life through: 

 meaningful worship and study 

 valuing and loving others through service 
 embracing God's created diversity 

 intentional connections to our community 
 caring for one another through all of life 

 

 
 

 
 
  

 
  
Rev. Lara Escoffre joined 
our pastoral staff, in 
December 2012, as the 
Pastor of Preaching and 
Teaching; in June 2015, 
Lara transitioned into the 
role of Lead Pastor. Lara 
has a passion for 
preaching and teaching 
God’s word and for walking 
with people as they 
discover who God has 
created them to be. Lara is 
active in the Anti-Human 
Trafficking Task Force, 
Mid-Michigan Health 
Advisory Council, and 
Faithwalking. She and her 
husband, Laurent, have 
three children: Lola, Chloe 
and Devin. 

 

 

 



LETTER FROM PASTOR 
  

I was raised in a small country church which sang hymns out of a hymnal. By the 
time I was in junior high I had a few dozen tunes and the first verse of about half of 
those memorized. Unfortunately, I found most of the songs we sang to be boring; 
a perspective which continued even after I re-dedicated my life to Christ in high 
school. 
  

Then my junior year, after much prayer, God brought a new best friend into my life; 
a young man who just happened to be the son of a children’s pastor at the local 
Assembly of God church. One day, Phil, invited me to attend Youth group with him 
and I gladly agreed. Little did I know how that decision would impact my life! I will 
never forget my first experience walking into the church and hearing music being 
played with drums and guitars. I had never heard worship done that way. I 
instantly liked it! 
  

Two years later, I applied to the Worship Arts program at Judson University. There 
my love of worship blossomed. I found myself drawn to the incredible ways in 
which all the elements of the service work together to form an experience. I fell in 
love with ALL styles of music and learned to truly open myself up to the praise of 
God no matter if the tunes were being played by a band or an organ. 
  

Over the past ten years, I have put this passion for worship on the “back burner.” 
Though I knew I had the ability to lead, I also understood that to do so would mean 
more time “up front.” Plus, I also have a passion for working “in community”, so I 
enjoyed the camaraderie of having a music minister. I will admit that it was a 
blessing to help develop Ceonni Williams these last few years; using my skills 
which had long been buried. 
  

When the news came that the Personnel Team had not received any applications 
for the new Music and Youth position, I felt God leading me to take on the task of 
worship leading once again. While I am unsure how long this period will last, I am 
looking forward to it! I have reached out to the band members to talk about 
rehearsals, contacted individuals about joining a rotation of singers, and even 
enlisted one member to help me discern music for the weekly services. 
  

I am so grateful for the blessing of Team Network which has allowed me to step 
into this new role. I am also grateful that God has placed Rev. Dr. Karen Boucher 
in our congregation. While it was hard initially to consider what aspect of my 
position I could take a step back from, it was determined it would be pastoral care. 
This decision was clear because of Pastor Karen’s gifts in pastoral care. She has 
more than ten years’ experience as a hospice and hospital chaplain. In looking at 
Rev. Boucher’s gifts--the answer was clear. Karen has years of experience in 
pastoral care, working as both a hospice and hospital chaplain. 
  



Starting this month, Rev. Dr. Karen Boucher will take the lead in pastoral care 
within our congregation. This will allow me to take additional time to act as the 
“point” pastor for the Christian Education team as well as taking the lead in music. 
While Pastor Karen is taking the lead, I will still be actively involved in the life of 
our members. Rev. Boucher and I will have regular communication about 
individuals who need a visit from the Lead Pastor. 
  

I am excited about this new period in our congregation’s life together. It is 
incredible to see how God is moving our congregation forward by putting the right 
people in the right positions. That is why I am not concerned about the fact that we 
are continuing to seek an individual to fill the newly created Music and Youth 
Minister position. God has been faithful! We have what we need to continue to 
grow and connect as a church in this time. When the time is right, God will provide 
again! Until then, I hope that you will join me in “singing a new song!” 
  

~Rev. Lara Escoffre 

  

PRAYER PARTNERS For those that Grieve: the family of Mikey (Marci 
Roger’s friend), the family of Deb (Pat McCourt extended family), those that loved Bruce 
Rogers, the family of Karolea Streeter 

For the health needs of many of our church family: John Holmes (arthritis/surgery 
June 15), Pat McCourt (recovery, strength, healing, numbness, peaceful rest), Isabelle 
Mellon Marsh (wedding/pregnancy/housing), Joe Mortensen (heart 
problem/hospitalization), Anne Poindexter (strength to maintain home), Elaine 
Poindexter (fractured vertebra/recovery), Tansley Rogers, Dick Seamster (breathing 
difficulty), Preston Streeter (A-fib), John Walter (knee replacement surgery - July 13), 
Marcia Williams (migraines), Lacey Wright (knee replacement surgery) 

And the needs of loved ones: Charlotte (7yr-old/leukemia), Cole Crosby (Noneman 
grandbaby/health complications/testing), Donny (Crohn's/infection), Erika (friend of 
Marci Rogers-Covid), Tonya Gillespie (struggle w/addiction – visits w/son), Jerry 
(Kathy Burch bil - stroke/surgery), Kaisyn Josiah (Bushell preemie nephew), Kevin 
Cuthbertson (cancer/surgery recovery/chemo), Kristy (Jim Kent's daughter-brain 
aneurism), Michelle (cancer), Ben & Nancy Page (road test and cognitive issues), Julia 
Page (healing/upcoming surgeries of elbow), Reta (Ben Schultz’ mom (cancer-no 
treatment), Tom (L. Schultz’ grandpa dialysis not working), Sarah (A. Snoddy 
friend/cancer), Sharon Ingram (dementia), Shirley (Marcia's sister-parkinsons), Cable 
Steffen (tumor/tests), Trishyan (rare heart complications due to Covid vaccine), Zack 
(Marci Roger’s friend’s son-rare skin disease-can't even sit) 

Prayers for Open Door and Shelterhouse (At capacity and staff is tired.) 

Praises: Hunter Grove - cancer in remission, Nicole Richard - abdominal pain relieved 
by new medications and diet 

If you know of other folks in our church who need special prayer: Please contact 
the church office by phone: 835-6731 or by email: office@midlandfbc.com. 
  

 



  

JUNE & JULY - SUNDAY WORSHIP 

In-Person & via Zoom & Facebook Live 

10:00AM!!! 
  

FBC SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP TIME 
  
  

Announcement: 

Based on the results of last month’s survey, it has been determined that a 
majority of our congregation has been vaccinated. As such, on May 16, 2021, 
we officially resumed singing and participating in the spoken part of our 
Sunday morning worship services. In order to continue to maintain a safe 
environment, we ask that people continue to wear masks and practice social 
distancing. Additionally, the church staff will be sure that the windows are open 
and the fans are on, to help with circulation of air; in addition, a “No Singing 
Zone” near the back of the church for those who are not yet comfortable. 

   

  

BIBLE STUDY IS ON!!! 
  

3-2-1 Summer Bible Study 

Ready for a short 6-session Bible study this summer? One is happening in-person 
at First Baptist in the Media Room from 6:30-8:00 pm on 6 Mondays -- 3 in 
June, 2 in July, and 1 in August -- so 3-2-1!!!  We will skip weeks where there 
are holidays or conflicting Team Network meetings, and be finished before the 
early back-to-school schedule for the Midland community. Specific dates are 
June 7, 21, and 28; July 19 and 26; and August 16. To guide study and 
discussion, we will use the book described below, which you can preview at the 
link. 
  

Prayer and Listening, a LifeGuide(R) Bible Study, by Jan Johnson 

https://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product_slideshow?sku=831238&a
ctual_sku=831238&slide=0 
  

A copy of the book can be purchased from christianbook.com for $6.99, or from 
other sources. If you know you will not be available for some of the dates, and 
choose not to get a book, you are still welcome and encouraged to attend when 
you can, and join in the discussion. All are invited to this study, prayer, and 
fellowship time, facilitated by Louise Bergman and other participants on a 
voluntary basis.   

  
 
 
  



FROM THE DESK OF KAREN BOUCHER 
  

  

It’s time to get back together! 

It’s time to be together again, to be in fellowship, to fill the narthex with 
conversation!!  With more and more of us returning to in-person worship this 
summer, the Christian Education Team is excited to move toward a fall program, 
complete with in-person features!  In-person Sunday School for all ages will begin 
Sunday, August 29; a special Rally Day Reunion will be held on Sunday, 
September 12; and Take Note will begin on Monday, August 30, followed by a 
Parent/Family Meeting and light supper. 
  

How will we do all this?  We have the summer to get ready!  There are many 
opportunities to prepare and to be involved.  Consider which of the following teams 
you would like to be part of, as Christian Education Team members are excited to 
talk with you soon: 
  

Coffee/Refreshment Team – need 4 to 6 people on a rotation, with each 
preparing coffee and running the dishwasher one or two Sunday mornings per 
month; starting August 29. 
  

Children’s Conversation Team – need 4 to 8 people on a rotation, with each 
presenting a 5-minute message in worship once every one or two months (read a 
book, lead a hands-on activity, discuss a scripture verse, etc.); starting July 4 
  

Preschool Care Team - need 4 to 8 people on a rotation to care for children ages 
1 – 4 years.  This will begin after the Children’s Conversation, and extend through 
the end of worship.  A simple and fun curriculum will be provided.  Our hope is that 
parents of our little ones will be heavily involved, so they can get to know other 
small children and their families; starting Aug 29.  A Bonus Hour of care during 
Sunday School time will also be offered, with its own rotation of 3 to 4 people; 
starting Aug 29. 
  

Sunday School Teachers Team – need teachers for children, youth, and adults; 
many current teachers are happy to continue; new teachers are needed as 
well.  Starting August 29. 
  

Take Note Team – we need people who love to build relationships with children 
and youth, listening to them, having fun, singing, sharing devotion times; starting 
August 30. 
  

Life Group Team – current leaders and interested leaders, to reaffirm this vital 
ministry. 
  

All who are interested to participate in one or more of the teams listed above are 
cordially invited to a “Teacher” Training event, scheduled for Saturday, August 
21, 9:00 am to noon. (A make-up date will be Saturday, September 11.) We will 



review teaching methods, curriculum for the fall, and “how to’s” of offering a 
Children’s Message. The training will also include child safety, background checks, 
and collection of driver/insurance information, assuring all FBC volunteers and 
staff are in compliance with church insurance recommendations, and fully 
prepared to keep children and youth safe during church activities and functions.  
  

We hope you say “YES!” to being part of a Christian education-related 
team!  Together this will be great fun!  
 

Serving together, Karen Boucher 
  

YOUTH SCHEDULE 

June – July 
  

  
  

June 27 – Cookout, Volleyball, and Hike at Karen’s house  
  
  

3607 N. Sadler Drive, Sanford 

We will gather right after church – at my home – for a campfire and cookout, yard 
games will be set up, along with a possible hike in the woods. We will gather from 
noon to 3 p.m. as it will take awhile for the cookout to get going, and I’m thinking 
a very competitive volleyball game. It’s also my birthday and I can’t see a better 
way than to spend it with the kids. 
  

July – week of the 11th – Camp Lake Louise 

I’ve talked with the director and he stated we could visit the camp and see the 
activities while at camp. I don’t have a specific day or time yet, but this is the week 
that Lilly, Claire and Ellason will be attending. I’ll have more information once the 
camp opens. 
  

  
  

  
  

JUNE - JULY YOUTH SCHEDULE 
  

ZOOM MEETINGS - WEDNESDAYS 

7:00 - 8:00 PM 
  
  

Youth will continue to meet every Wednesday, via ZOOM, from 7:00 to 8:00PM 
  
 
 
  

  



 

 
  

The C.E. Ministry Team will continue to wait on offering in-person Sunday 
School until the fall. The youth meet on Wednesday’s nights, and adults meet 
on Wednesdays via Zoom. An Adult Bible Study is being offered, in-person, 
over the summer. 
  

BIBLE STUDY IS ON!!! 
  

3-2-1 Summer Bible Study 

Ready for a short 6-session Bible study this summer? One is happening in-person 
at First Baptist in the Media Room from 6:30-8:00 pm on 6 Mondays -- 3 in 
June, 2 in July, and 1 in August -- so 3-2-1!!!  We will skip weeks where there 
are holidays or conflicting Team Network meetings, and be finished before the 
early back-to-school schedule for the Midland community. Specific dates are 
June 7, 21, and 28; July 19 and 26; and August 16. To guide study and 
discussion, we will use the book described below, which you can preview at the 
link. 
  

Prayer and Listening, a LifeGuide(R) Bible Study, by Jan Johnson 
  

A copy of the book can be purchased from christianbook.com for $6.99, or from 
other sources. If you know you will not be available for some of the dates, and 
choose not to get a book, you are still welcome and encouraged to attend when 
you can, and join in the discussion. All are invited to this study, prayer, and 
fellowship time, facilitated by Louise Bergman and other participants on a 
voluntary basis.    

   

 



  

We'd like to send Warm Birthday & Anniversary Wishes 

 

  



 

 
  
  



 
Dear First Baptist Family: 
  

Thank you for your prayers as I recovered from my surgery. They gave me comfort 
and peace. God Bless You All. ~Diana Holmes 
  

  

July-August Newsletter deadline is July 10. 

  

 

 

  

 


